
An Attendant's Perspective 
by Avril Harris 
I had been a personal assistant for two years, when I was 

asked to volunteer my time, April 1977, driving and assisting 

with attendant care for the day of the rally. After breakfast 

we loaded up the van and off to San Francisco we went. We 

were surprised at the 

number of people that 

showed up, about 150, 

mostly people with disabil­

ities from different back­

grounds and cultures. 

After a couple of hours I 

was told that we would 

be going inside the build­

ing. Little did I know 

when we went through the door, that it would be 25 days 

before we came out. For me, the first week was the hard­

est. The first week, if you left the building, they wouldn't 

let you back in, so no one left. There were only a handful of 

attendants. We held attendant's training right there on the 

fourth floor. Everyone helped each other, even those who 

had never worked with a person with a disability. It was 

gratifying to see people with less severe disabilities assist­

ing those who needed a hand eating, drinking, etc. There 

were blind people serving food, managing the phones. 

Everyone had a job. We became one big family with every­

one doing what they could. 

Assisting with personal care was quite a challenge. We 

were all away from our familiar surroundings. At 5 p.m. 

when the office staff had left for the day, we would use 

their offices. We woke up very early in the mornings, got 

our routines done, and made sure the offices were clean 

before the workers came in. (And thank you to those office 

workers who gave us their support by leaving their office 

doors unlocked-you know who you are!) 

During the day we would scavenge for tape, cardboard, pen­

cils and anything else we could find that could be used to 

make the radios, hand held walkie talkies and phone acces­

sible. For example, the inset of a toilet roll, shaped and 

taped in a certain way made a great adaptive device for 

someone who is quadriplegic. 

During the second week, people were allowed into the 

building, a few at a time-what a great help that was. Our 

pool of attendants doubled and we all received a change of 

clothing for the first time in a week! 

April 30th, the day we came out of the building, was such 

an exciting time. We felt so over-joyed that the 504 regs 

had finally been signed. It was also my 29th birthday!! For 

this, my friends draped me in toilet paper. Those 25 days 

changed the course of my life. Things would never be quite 

the same. 

Random Remembrances 
by Mary Jane Owen 
For those who don't remember, it might be appropriate to 

remind ourselves that early on, before the actual sit-in took 

place, we had to learn to take charge and responsibility for 

ourselves. The separation of the disability movement from 

the medical professionals was not an easy task and was 

still in process. "They" had seen us as their responsibili­

ty...It must be remembered this effort was being planned as 

independent living programs were rather slowly becoming 

institutionalized and current patterns of oversight by feder­

al regulations still awaited the firm influence of today. The 

fact that a previous CIL director, Ed Roberts, had moved 

into the state bureaucracy, appointed by the new and con­

troversial governor, Jerry Brown, to head his department of 

rehabilitation, gave us a certain credibility other projects 

lacked. These connections were critical to our success...We 

were free to help and assist each other and needed to look 

to our own resources to meet the needs of our colleagues. 

We had grown used to a supportive representative from the 

state rehabilitation services who seemed to understand 

quite well what this de-emphasis on ourselves as patients 

or victims meant to us. 
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When We Win Our Civil Rights 
(Sung to the tune of When Johnny Comes Marching Home) 

When Califano does what he should 

Hurrah hurrah 

When Califano does what he should 

Hurrah hurrah 

When Califano does what he should for disabled people 

it can only be good 

And we'll all be free when Joseph does what he should. 

When Califano gets out his pen 

Hurrah hurrah 

When Califano gets out his pen 

Hurrah hurrah 

When Califano pulls out his pen then there'll be freedom 

for women and men 

And we'll all be free when Joseph pulls out his pen. 

When Califano signs 504 

Hurrah hurrah 

When Califano signs 504 

Hurrah hurrah 

When Califano signs 504 we'll all be in danger no more 

And we'll all be free when Joseph signs 504. 

(To be sung SLOWLY) 

When we all win our human rights 

Hurrah hurrah 

When we all win our human rights 

Hurrah hurrah 

When we all win our human rights we will be happy 

both days and nights 

And we'll all be free when we win our human rights. 

Hold on 
Civil rights were knocking on our door, 

But Carter wouldn't stand on 504. 

Keep your eyes on the prize, hold on! 

Hold on, hold on -

Keep your eyes on the prize, hold on! 

After four years of delay, 

We've come to claim the ground we've gained. 

Keep your eyes on the prize, hold on! 

Hold on, hold on -

Keep your eyes on the prize, hold on! 

A movement standing strong and tight, 

With one dream to win, our civil rights. 

Keep your eyes on the prize, hold on! 

Hold on, hold on -

Keep your eyes on the prize, hold on! 

For 28 days unafraid, 

150 people boldly stayed. 

Keep your eyes on the prize, hold on! 

Hold on, hold on -

Keep your eyes on the prize, hold on! 

We won't stop until the battle's won, 

And enforcement of the law's begun. 

Keep your eyes on the prize, hold on! 

Hold on, hold on -

Keep your eyes on the prize, hold on! 
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RALPH SANTIAGO ABASCAL 
1935-1997 
Ralph Abascal, one of three 

lawyers who went to 

Washington with the Section 

504 contingent, died in March 

1997 of cancer. He was 62. 

Ralph was general counsel of 

the San Francisco based California Rural Legal Assistance 

when he died. A graduate of Hastings College of Law, Ralph 

began as a staff lawyer for California Rural Legal 

Assistance in Salinas where he worked with Cesar Chavez 

and Dolores Huerta. 

Ralph's reputation was as a champion for the rights of poor 

people, farmworkers, welfare recipients, elderly and people 

with disabilities. He defended over 200 cases during his 30 

year career. Most notable were a 1969 suit that led to the 

ban on the pesticide DDT, a 1975 suit that banned the use 

of the short handled hoe in California fields, and the recent 

challenge to Proposition 187 which prompted a judge to 

block the exclusion of illegal immigrants from 

public colleges. 

In the 1970's, Ralph supported the disability rights move­

ment by working against Governor Ronald Reagan's attempt 

to cut in half the state's allowance for attendant care. 

His success angered Governor Reagan who retaliated as 

President by drastically cutting funds to the Legal Services 

Corporation which funds legal aid programs. Passage of 

Section 504 and the ultimate passage of the Americans 

with Disabilities Act are part of his legacy of citizen 

empowerment and advocacy. Shortly before his death, Ralph 

obtained $15,000 seed money to sponsor the 20th 

Anniversary Celebration of the signing of Section 504. 

He was honored by the American Bar Association in 1995 

with the Thurgood Marshall Award as a pioneer in the field 

of environmental justice. Ralph also received the Kutak-

Dodds Prize of the National Legal Aid and Defender 

Association and the Robert Kutak Foundation. 

He is survived by his wife, Beatrice, and his daughter Pilar. 

TOM AVILA 
Tom Avila lived in Berkeley since the early 1970s. He was 

an active person in the community and was one of the peo­

ple who started the sailing program for people with disabili­

ties at Lake Merritt in Oakland. During the sit-in he did a 

variety of jobs from serving food, feeding people, and mak­

ing phone calls. Whatever needed to be done, Tom was 

always ready to lend a helping hand. He stayed in the build­

ing for the entire 25 day sit-in. 

JAN BALTER 
A wonderful, beautiful, vivacious woman, Jan Baiter had no 

tolerance for people who had little or no disability sensitivi­

ty. She was aware and involved in community activities as 

well as being a militant member when it was necessary to 

make political change. Jan was charismatic and was loved 

by almost everyone. She came West because she had been 

life-long friends with Judy Heumann and Nancy D'Angelo, 

both of whom had also come to Berkeley from New York 

City. Jan definitely brought her East Coast attitude with 

her. This was a strong part of her personality which carried 

over into her disability politics. 

Jan brought her assertiveness to the 504 demonstration 

where she was an active participant who occupied the 

Federal Building. 

Jan's tragic death touched everyone who knew her. 

Her loss to the community and to the disability movement 

cannot be measured. 
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SHELDON BERROL, MD. 
1930-1991 
"There are people who lead, people who fol­

low, people who teach. Sheldon Berrol is 

one of these unique beings who penetrates 

the soul and inspires."1 (Mayer, and Jacobs, 1992). The 

authors chose to write these words in the present tense to 

symbolize Shelly as a living spirit whose impact on patients, 

students, colleagues, friends, family, civic causes, and events 

remains indelibly imprinted. 

A man of impeccable integrity both in his personal and profes­

sional life, he was at once a visionary and an activist. As an 

early advocate in the Independent Living Movement, he partici­

pated fully in the civil rights struggle for individuals with dis­

abilities. A notable figure in the development of CIL, Shelly 

was an active board member, a frequent lecturer in the CIL 

education series, the primary medical consultant, a mentor, 

and a friend. During the 1970's newsworthy San Francisco sit-

ins at the Federal HEW office-to prod the implementation of 

Section 504 regulations-he was on 24-hour call. Unfailingly 

available, Shelly was loved, respected and trusted by all those 

who knew and worked with him-a rare status during that 

period when the medical establishment was often perceived 

as unsupportive of and insensitive to the needs of the 

disabled community. 

It was through his professional contribution in the field of 

traumatic brain injury that Shelly was most widely recognized 

and honored. Fondly referred to as the "guru of head injury", 

he is remembered best for his good-natured humor and 

warmth, openness and accessibility, and commitment to and 

concern for those with whom he came in contact. He could 

motivate people and organize groups, and set projects in 

motion and inspire others to see them through. The recipient 

of many awards: The Sidney Licht Lectureship Award (1983), 

the Distinguished Service Award (1984); Walter A. Zeiter 

Lectureship (AAPM&R, 1985); Physician of the Year Award 

(California, 1986); Thomas Jefferson Dean Award (Dallas, 

1987), William A. Spensor Lectureship (Baylor, 1989); Jonas 

Salk Award (Pittsburgh, 1990); and the Lewis A. Leavitt 

Lecturer Award (Baylor, 1991). Posthumously, he continues to 

receive numerous tributes and honors. 

Shelly wore many hats, juggled many roles—e.g., leader, 

department head (rehabilitation, SF General Hospital), found­

ing editor of the Journal of Rehabilitation Medicine, author, 

national and international consultant, conference organizer, 

board member of professional and community groups, chair of 

numerous committees. He made the difficult appear easy and 

the improbable a possibility. The multifaceted positions he 

filled with such apparent ease are now divided among many. 

Shelly's legacy lives on. 

ADAM MICHAEL BERTAINA 
1972-1992 
"Without saying a word or walking 

a step, Adam helped us find the 

strength in difference, the joy of 

risk and the love in our hearts." So 

read Adam Bertaina's obituary. 

Adam died in his sleep at his home in Santa Rosa which he 

shared with five other young adults with disabilities and a very 

caring and exuberant staff. When Adam died, his housemates 

and staff planted a rose tree and placed a monument to him 

in their garden. Adam is survived by his parents, Beverly and 

Alan and sister, Lara. 

Adam and his mother Beverly joined the sit-in early on and 

stayed for a week. Adam was four years old and Beverly 

worked as part of the food committee. 

Adam's parents write: His sweet demeanor and total passivity 

inspired and allowed those that cared for him to be risk tak­

ing, demanding, non-compromising, and occasionally tyrannical 

with the world around him. Adam went places and did things 

just like any other member of the family-Yosemite; Orcas 

Island; Grand Canyon; camping every summer, places accessi­

ble and some not. 
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Regional center counselors, teachers and administrators react­

ed with unfounded fear when they heard Adam was to be in 

their program. When he arrived the status quo was going to 

be challenged and conditions would improve for Adam and 

others that they served. 

Adam's impact continues to be felt. 

CONGRESSMAN PHILLIP BURTON 
1926-1983 
U.S. Representative Phillip Burton, described as 

a "champion of the dispossessed and the 

under-represented," died in April 1983. During his tenure 

in politics from 1964 to 1983, Burton was influential in 

passing legislation for miners who contracted black lung 

disease, passing Supplemental Security Income for seniors 

and people with disabilities, and expanding the federal park 

and wildlands system. He served in the California legislature 

before going to Congress. 

Burton supported the demonstrator's demands for the 

signing of Section 504. During the sit-in on April 15, 1977, 

Representative Burton, along with Representative George 

Miller, held an ad hoc hearing at the sit-in site of the 

House Education and Labor Committee to hear testimony 

from the demonstrators and a representative of HEW from 

Washington. After five hours of testimony, Burton said "I only 

wish all of my colleagues had heard this. I don't think there 

is a human being in this country who isn't standing taller 

because of the protest." 

In a biography of Burton, John Jacobs writes that "many were 

drawn to him by his utter incorruptibility and by his passion 

for the causes to which he devoted himself." Burton died 

before completing his term of office and he was succeeded in 

office by his wife, Sala. 

DALE MARTIN DAHL 
1947-1985 
Dale was born deaf in Chicago, 

Illinois in 1947. He attended 

the California School for the 

Deaf in Berkeley. At the age of 

24 Dale was in a car accident 

which left him a quadriplegic. 

Dale participated in the 504 

sit-in and rallied the Deaf community to support the demon­

stration. As a deaf and physically disabled man, Dale was able 

to forge a link between the two communities. At the sit-in 

Dale served to provide a Deaf perspective to the demonstra­

tion and helped to relay to the grassroots Deaf community the 

significance of the 504 regulations. 

Dale helped to establish Deaf Services at CIL in 1976 and 

became a beloved staff member and peer counselor. He had a 

unique ability to communicate with people at all language lev­

els and was known for encouraging people who might not oth­

erwise seek services. 

Community involvement included: CIL Board of Directors; 

President of Deaf Students' Club, Laney College; City of 

Berkeley Task Force; BART/AC Task Force on Accessibility; 

testimony at Congressional Hearings on the needs of disabled 

citizens. 

Dale's son Nathan Fitzgerald Dahl is currently attending 

Berkeley High. 
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NANCY D'ANGELO 
Nancy D'Angelo was deeply committed to CIL and its mission. 

Appearing on the scene when both CIL and she were very 

young, Nancy both gave and derived a great deal of joy from 

being a part of the CIL family for many years. 

During the 504 demonstration she was one of the people who 

was doing double duty. As a marcher outside the federal build­

ing, she leant her voice to the cry for civil rights. And as a 

counselor at CIL, she was in the office, making sure that peo­

ple could still get attendants. Splitting her time, wanting to 

be more a part of the demonstration, but knowing she needed 

to be at CIL, she gave a great deal of herself during that time. 

She was one of the folks who came out day after day to sup­

port the people on the inside of the building, and to be count­

ed among her friends and co-workers who had the courage 

and persistence to continue speaking out, until finally heard. 

Nancy gave her energy and heart to the effort and took from 

it a sense of empowerment and accomplishment. 

PI DRAPER 
1940-1992 
Phil Draper was the Executive Director of CIL 

during the 504 Demonstration, and as such 

played a critical role during that time. Phil 

was a person whose leadership style was 

more about leading from behind rather than 

from in front. He was the provider of ongoing 

and steadfast support to the people both 

inside and outside of the federal building. 

Throughout it all, his heart was inside the building sitting in, 

while his body was outside keeping the vigil. All day, everyday, 

Phil marched resolutely in front of the federal building with a 

picket sign firmly affixed to the back of his chair, sometimes 

poking out sideways from under a rain poncho. He took breaks 

periodically to check in at CIL - providing support to the few 

folks keeping the doors open and services available - and 

then he returned to his march. Late at night he'd again turn 

his attention to CIL and the task of "taking care of business." 

And come morning, he'd return to support the supporters, 

leading followers from behind and keeping the faith. 

His voice was seldom heard over a loud speaker, but it was 

always forcefully raised as part of the collective voice publicly 

crying out for civil rights and an end to injustice. And in all 

the years, his voice was never more dramatically heard than 

as part of the group that held the nation's attention focused 

squarely on that event, the issue and the powerful nature of 

those involved. 

In so many ways, Phil was the keeper of the faith. He is loved 

for all that he shared. He is deeply appreciated for all that he 

made possible by empowering others to act on their own 

behalf as well as on behalf of others. And he is very much 

missed for all he had yet to share and still to accomplish. 

STEVEN HANDLER-KLEIN 
Steve was a volunteer at the Center for Independent Living in 

the mid-70's and a contributor to The Independent, CIL's 

national, quarterly publication. Steve was an artistic person 

with a love for photography. He died of multiple sclerosis. 

During the sit-in, Steve wrote the lyrics to two disability civil 

rights songs set to the tunes of The Battle Hymn of the 

Republic and When Johnny Comes Marching Home which are 

featured elsewhere in this program book. Steve stayed for the 

25 day sit-in even though his health was not good. He spent 

much of the time lying on his mattress recording on audio 

tape what he observed around him. According to friends, Steve 

knew the sit-in was terribly important and he could not bear 

to miss being a part of it. 
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LYNN KIDDER 
1950-1996 
Lynn Kidder was the Public 

Relations Director at the Center for 

Independent Living at the time of the 504 sit-in. 

She immediately recognized the importance of the demonstra­

tion and knew CIL's opinion would be seen as important. Lynn 

put out press releases, ran back and forth to the UN Plaza in 

San Francisco, supported the sit-in in countless ways, and, in 

the process, established her lifelong interest in civil rights for 

people with disabilities. 

In her three years at CIL, Lynn wrote articles on transporta­

tion, education, and architectural barriers. She drafted 

speeches, put out the newsletter, developed the Friends of 

CIL, coordinated a fleamarket and raffle, persuaded singer 

Malvina Reynolds to appear for a CIL benefit, and researched 

material for several television documentaries on disability. 

Not least, she set up the billing system for the wheelchair 

repair service. 

Lynn left CIL in 1979 to work on her master's degree in 

Journalism at the University of California at Berkeley. She went 

on to be a reporter for The Merced Sun-Star, The Antioch Daily 

Ledger, The West County Times, Contra Costa Times, and by 

1986 she was the education writer for the Oakland Tribune. 

Lynn's intense interest in issues of justice surfaced frequently 

in her journalistic career. She disclosed earthquake hazards 

in schools, exposed corruption on school boards, reported on 

refinery waste-water disposal, burn plants, and San Francisco 

Bay pollution. She also continued to write about disability 

issues through the years. Fluent in Spanish and knowledge­

able about Latin American culture, Lynn reported from the 

scene of a major earthquake in Mexico City, and covered 

migrant issues for 15 years. 

In 1988, Lynn joined the Public Information Office at UC 

Berkeley. She tackled complex issues such as the debate over 

admissions policies and particularly enjoyed doing profiles of 

visiting novelists, politicians, and journalists. In 1990, Lynn 

became a speechwriter again, this time for Chancellor Chang-

Lin Tien, assisting him in his commitment to academic excel­

lence and broad opportunity. Her work was published in 

Newsweek, The Los Angeles Times, and The New York Times. 

In 1991, Lynn and her husband Kyle Heger adopted Luis 

Miguel, born in Peru. Luis brought great delight to them both. 

Lynn died from breast cancer in July 1996, at age 46. Her 

memorial at the University was spoken in three languages, a 

moving tribute to the depth of her understanding and integri­

ty. Her quick wit, wonderful laughter, and rich insight were 

gifts to us all. 

BRADLEY LOMAX 
Brad Lomax was a quiet, Oakland 

resident who was a member of the 

Black Panthers. In the summer of 

1975, he approached Ed Roberts, 

then director of the Berkeley Center 

for Independent Living, to open a 

satellite CIL in east Oakland which 

would work in conjunction with the 

Black Panther Community Education 

Program. The satellite was opened and reached out to the 

Oakland community until about 1977. 

It was through Brad's influence that the Black Panther Party 

suppported the 504 sit-in demonstrators by providing food 

nearly every day. Brad participated in the sit-in the whole time 

and was selected as a member of the Washington contingent. 

Brad had multiple sclerosis. 
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JACK McCLOSKEY 
Jack McCloskey, a wounded and 

much-decorated veteran of the 

Vietnam War who quietly spent the 

rest of his life trying to ease the pain 

from that war, died in February 1996 

at the age of 53. 

At the time he joined the 504 Sit-in, Jack was the Executive 

Director of the Vietnam Veterans organization, Swords to 

Plowshares. Jack was in the building during the entire occupa­

tion and was a member of the Washington DC delegation. 

Jack had dedicated his life to making life better for others, 

particularly Vietnam veterans. He formed a number of 

veterans' organizations, among them Swords to Plowshares, 

Twice Born Men, and Flower of the Dragon. 

Jack became active in the anti-war movement, particularly 

Vietnam Veterans Against the War (VVAW), but he also was a 

catalyst in the infant, early 1970s movement that dealt with 

such issues as the then-unrecognized post-traumatic stress 

disorder, alcoholism, suicide, joblessness and other problems 

Vietnam veterans were facing. 

Author Jerry Nicosia, author of a book on the Vietnam veter­

ans movement, credits Jack and a few others with forcing the 

medical establishment and the Veterans Administration to rec­

ognize post-traumatic stress and agent orange-caused dis­

eases as service-related disorders. 

Jack brought the perspective of veterans with disabilities to 

the sit-in, and his warmth and genuine love of people touched 

all of us. 

EARL McKEEVER 
Earl was a native of Orinda, CA who came to CIL in 1975 

as an on-the-job training client with the Department of 

Rehabilitation. Friends remember that Earl came to CIL with 

one of the largest, individualized desks that anyone had ever 

seen. During his years at CIL, Earl undertook client intake 

and recordkeeping, contract administration, and data collec­

tion to write reports to funding agencies. He participated in 

the sit-in. 

Friends describe Earl as a man with an outstanding twinkle in 

his eye and a glow which reflected his joy of life no matter 

how hard life may have been at the time. He had a great 

sense of humor shown by his love for puns and his constant 

use of them. Earl was a brilliant man with an orderly mind 

who supervised with a preciseness and a tidiness. He loved 

to play Scrabble. 

Earl belonged to the Baha'i faith and was an active member 

of that community. 

MAYOR GEORGE MOSCONE 
1929-1978 
George Moscone died in November 1978, while Mayor of San 

Francisco, after being shot by San Francisco Supervisor Dan 

White. Moscone served as a San Francisco supervisor and a 

state senator before being elected Mayor in 1975. As a state 

senator he pushed for a school lunch program against the 

wishes of Governor Ronald Reagan who refused to sign the 

bill. The bill was finally signed by Governor Jerry Brown. 

Perhaps Moscone's greatest accomplishment was 

working for passage of California's gay rights bill. 

During the 504 sit-in, Mayor Moscone visited the 

HEW offices several times in support of the 

demonstrators. He attended the ad hoc hearing of 

the House Education and Labor Commission spon­

sored by Representatives Phil Burton and George Miller to 

support the sit-in. Additionally, he met and confronted HEW 
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officials at the federal building to get 

shower heads installed in the 

restrooms. As Mayor, Moscone had the 

city purchase four shower hoses for 

$31 a piece to be used on sink noz­

zles. Only one of the showers hoses 

was installed before the Regional 

Commissioner of HEW Joe Maldonado 

stopped installation. Moscone said 

that was the biggest outrage of his 17 years in office. After 

contacting Washington about living conditions, Moscone 

relayed to the demonstrators that HEW's response was to let 

demonstrators leave (to go home and take showers) and come 

back with passes. The offer was unanimously declined. 

Moscone has been described as "a man moved mostly by his 

deep sense of injustice needing to be righted" by Joel Gazis-

Sax in Tales from Colma-The Martydom of Mayor Moscone.He 

remembered his modest up-bringing and tried to help the aver­

age citizen maintain his home, feed his children and get 

recognition for his contributions to the city of San Francisco. 

EDWARD V. ROBERTS 
1939-1995 
Ed Roberts was 

President of the World 

Institute on Disability, 

which he founded in 

1983 with Judy Heumann and Joan Leon, when he died sud­

denly in March 1995. He had a distinguished career in the 

disability field and received many awards not the least of 

which was a MacArthur Fellow awarded by the John D. and 

Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation. Ed is survived by his son, 

Lee; his mother, Zona; and his former wife, Cathy. 

At the time of the 504 demonstration Ed was the State 

Director of Rehabilitation where he was focusing his energy 

on transforming the vocational rehabilitation system from one 

that was dominated by care givers to one where the client-

trie person with a disability-was a major force in policy 

and program. 

Ed was an anomaly in the federal-state rehabilitation system-

in its 50-year history he was the first state director to be dis­

abled. He used his position to make some spectacular accom­

plishments. One that seems especially relevant to Section 504 

is his totally innovative use of federal grants to start indepen­

dent living centers in California, a step that led eventually to 

the inclusion of independent living services and independent 

living centers in the Rehabilitation Act and ultimately to the 

system today where there are ILC's in every state. 

Another accomplishment was his support and assistance to the 

504 demonstration. Ed was totally in sync with the group of 

disabled people who were occupying the Federal Building. His 

governmental position did not permit him to join them. But, 

even though he couldn't be inside in person, he found many 

ways to participate and contribute. They included convincing 

Governor Jerry Brown that a film of the demonstration would 

be an effective public education tool. He got clearance to use 

funds to shoot the film. He also reached out to other state 

agency directors, most notably to Dr. Jerome Lackner, Director 

of the Department of Health Services, and got their support 

and assistance for the demonstrators. Jerry Lackner came into 

the sit-in early on with mattresses and shower facilities to the 

great joy and relief of the demonstrators. He also encouraged 

several people on his staff including Jim Donald, who was 

Rehabilitation's chief attorney and a person with a severe dis­

ability, Phil Neumark, also an attorney who served as a special 

assistant to Ed and who played a major role in the 

Congressional hearing that was held in the Federal Building, 

and Joan Leon, who was Assistant Director and who worked 

with the filmmakers and functioned as a facilitator and 

resource developer on the outside. 

Ed became very involved in the Congressional hearing that was 

held in the Federal Building. He and Jim Donald contacted 

Jim's old law school buddy George Miller, who was then (and 
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still is) a representative to the House of Representatives from 

Contra Costa County. Miller organized the hearing and involved 

Phillip Burton and other elected officials to participate. 

GREGORY SANDERS 
1950-1996 
Gregory (Greg) Sanders died in June 1996 at the age of 46. 

Greg helped with pre-planning for the 504 Sit-in. He spent 

part of the first week in the HEW offices and then left to han­

dle press reports and work with the media on the outside for 

the remainder of the sit-in. 

An expert on Social Security work regulations, Greg helped 

hundreds of people with disabilities. As word of mouth spread 

about Greg's knowledge and ability, people came requesting 

help with writing PASS plans, maintaining benefits, and advo­

cating for them with state officials. It was not unusual for 

Greg to negotiate with Social Security or Department of 

Rehabilitation staff in Sacramento on behalf of an individual. 

Greg lobbied in Washington and was appointed to state com­

mittees over the years. The California State Legislature 

adjourned for the day in Greg's memory upon learning of 

his death. 

In the 1970's Greg lived in the Cowell Residence Program at 

UC Berkeley where he met Ed Roberts and connected with 

the Center for Independent Living. Greg was interim director 

of the Center for Independent Living for six months. An 

accomplished carpenter, Greg designed and constructed 

custom-made desks for the original employees at the Center 

for Independent Living. The desks were hailed as the first 

"reasonable accommodation" before the term was identified 

with the independent living movement. 
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Sponsoring Organizations 
Alameda County Developmental Disabilities Planning and 

Advisory Council 

Area Board 5 on Developmental Disabilities 

AXIS Dance Foundation 

Audio Vision 

Bar Association of San Francisco, 
Disability Rights Committee 

Bay Area Communication Access 

Bay Area Outreach and Recreation Program 

California Council of the Blind, Berkeley 

California Council of the Blind, San Francisco 

California Foundation for Independent Living Centers 

Center for Accessible Technology 

Center for Independent Living, Berkeley 

Center for Independence of the Disabled 

Community Resources for Independent Living, Inc. 

Computer Technologies Program 

Consumers in Action for Personal Assistance 

Developmental Disabilities Council of Contra Costa County 

Disability Rights, Education and Defense Fund 

Disability Services Alliance 

Disabled Caucus, SEIU 790 

Disabled Students' Program, University of California, 
Berkeley 

Common Sense, May 1977 

The Power and Pride of 
Disabled People 

Glide Memorial Church 

Hearing Society for the Bay Area 

Hotel Employees Restaurant Employees Local 2 

Independent Living Resource Center, SF 

Lavender Caucus, SEIU 790 

Mental Health Association 

Mobility International USA 

Multiple Sclerosis Society 

Pacific Research and Training Alliance 

Paramedic Chapter, SEIU 790 

Pride at Work, SF Bay Area Chapter 

Resources for Independent Living 

Rose Resnick Lighthouse for the Blind 

San Francisco AIDS Foundation 

San Francisco Mayor's Committee on Employment 
of Persons with Disabilities 

San Francisco Vocational Services 

Support for Families of Children with Disabilities 

Team of Advocates for Special Kids 

The Arc, San Francisco 

Toolworks 

United Cerebral Palsy of San Francisco 

World Institute on Disability 

Steering Committee 
Ken Stein, Chair Avril Harris 

Anita Baldwin Eddy Jauregui 

Gerald Baptiste David Landes 

Sharon Bonney Tricia Leetz 

Mary Lou Breslin Joan Leon 

Joni Breves Susan O'Hara 

Kitty Cone Lorrie Beth Slonsky 

Maureen Fitzgerald Lynn Witt 
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Thank You to the Following Groups 
and Individuals for Their Help 
ORGANIZATIONS 
Alameda County Developmental Disabilities 

Planning & Advisory Council 

Area Board 5 on Developmental Disabilities 

AXIS Dance Company 

Bay Area Communication Access (BACA) 

Bay Area Outreach Recreational Program 

Berkeley Historical Society 

Center for Accessible Technology 

Center for Independent Living 

Community Resources for Independent Living, Inc. 

Computer Technologies Program 

Consumers in Action for Personal Assistance 

Delancey Street 

Disability Rights, Education and Defense Fund 

Hotel Employees Restaurant Employees Local 2 

Independent Living Resource Center - San Francisco 

Pacific Research & Training Alliance 

Planning for Elders in the Central City 

Rose Resnick Lighthouse for the Blind 

Senior Action Network 

Swords to Plowshares 

Toolworks 

United Cerebral Palsy Association - San Francisco 

World Institute on Disability 

FINANCIAL SUPPORTERS 
California Wellness Foundation 

San Francisco Foundation/ 
Disability Rights Advocates Fund 

True North Foundation 

FOOD SPONSORS 
California Culinary Academy 

The Cheese Board 

Jimmy Bean's 

Katrina Rozelle 

Klein's Deli 

Noah's Bagels, Chestnut Street 

Safeway Stores 

Sweet Basil Catering 

OTHER IN-KIND DONORS 
Ann Kong's Bleach Bottle Pig Farm 

The Balloon Lady 

Blues Daddies 

Budget Signs 

Cafe de la Paz 

CFX Inc. 

Chez Panisse 

Gifted Productions 

Hobee's Restaurants 

Jane Jackson 

Just Desserts 

Daphne Muse 

Ruth's Chris Steak House 

Shelly Simon 

Event Management: JPD Communications 

Art Direction & Graphic Design: Jill Davey & Debbie Dare, 
JPD Communications 

Development: Susan Freundlich, The FM Group 

Public Relations: Liza Pike, Staton, Hughes & Shafer 

504 CELEBRATION PLANNING COMMITTEE 
Ralph Abascal 

Bob Allamand 

Anita Baldwin 

Gerald Baptiste 

Michael Blecker 

Sharon Bonney 

Mark Breimhorst 

Mary Lou Breslin 

Joni Breves 

Phil Chavez 

Kitty Cone 

Patrick Connally 

Richard Curry 

Bruce Curtis 
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Lela DaVia 

Jill Davey 

Dorothy Dillon 

Jim Donelson 

Dan Drake 

Sharon Draper 

Nancy Ferreyra 

Susan Ferreyra 

Maureen Fitzgerald 

Olin Fortney 

Susan Freundlich 

Nina Gelfant 

Gary Gill 

Avril Harris 

Gordon Harvey 

Judy Heumann 

Paul Imperiale 

Jane Jackson 

Lynn Jaehle 

Suzanne Janda 

Edward & Joanne Jauregui 

Carol Krezman 

Lon Kuntz 

David Landes 

Bobby LaNoue 

Joanna Lee 

Tricia Leetz 

Joan Leon 

Suzanne Levine 

Paul Longmore 

Scott Luebking 

Tom Manley 

Steve McClelland 

Jadine Morello 

Lucy Muir 

Jean Nandi 

Susan O'Hara 

Corbett O'Toole 

Jana Overbo 

Karen Parker 

Joe Quinn 

Lydia Radic-Gutierrez 

Linda Rosen 

Lorrie Beth Slonsky 

Kathi Smith 

Ken Stein 

Belinda Stradley 

Lynette Taylor 

Linda Teixeira 

Sondra Thaler 

Terry M. Tibble 

Karen Topp Goodwin 

Matthew Wangeman 

Julie Weissman 

Michael Williams 

Lynn Witt 

Pat Wright 

Hale Zukas 

INDIVIDUALS AND GROUPS 
Asata Iman 

Cynthia Berrol 

Beverly Bertaina 

Phil Chavez 

HolLynn D'LiI 

Deborah Doctor 

Deborah Drake 

Nancy Ferreyra 

Susan Ferreyra 

Jennifer Formoso 

Jackie Frank 

Gordon Harvey 

Janice Haugan 

Judy Heumann 

Paul Imperiale 

Dana Jacobsen 

Stephanie Johnson 

Carole Krezman 

Mary Lester 

Jean Lin 

Lucy Muir 

Susan O'Hara 

Linda Rosen 

Stephen Rosen 

Richard Skaff 

Marjorie Sutler 

Terry Tibbie 

Dan Veltri 

Evan White 

Rev. Cecil Williams 

The Friends of CIL 

BENEFACTORS & DONORS 
Champions 
Lucy Muir 

Brenda Premo 

Benefactors 
Bank of America Foundation 

Kitty Cone 

issue Dynamics 

Arlene Mayerson 

Joyce Norcini & Sue Stevenson 

Brad Seligman 

Ellice Sperber 

Margaret A. Staton 

Patrons 
California Foundation for 

Independent Living Centers 

Ralph Black & Catherine Campisi 

Alan Kalmanoff 

Linda Teixeira 

Lynn Witt & Sherry Thomas 

Sponsors 
Katharine Armstrong 

Joni Breves 

Kip, Hilary & Flynn Crosby 

Katharine Forrest & Jo Hercus 



Independent Living Resource Center 

Jenny Kern 

Lorrie Beth Slonsky 

Friends 
Jan Adams 

Anita Baldwin 

Rick & Barbara Bennett 

Shelley Bergum 

Erma Brim 

Charles & Jan Brown 

Bernard, Ann & Philip Cacho 

Nancy Corporon & Doreen DiBiagio 

Justin & Yoshiko Dart 

East Bay Media Center 

Lainey Feingold 

Gerry Fleming 

John Greener 

Miriam Hawley & Pat Piras, 
AC Transit Board of Directors 

Lance Henderson & Peter Athnasio 

Neil Jacobson 

Marie Jobling 

Susan Ketcham & Anne Casscells 

Jerry Kuns 

Vicki Laden & Linda Krieger 

David Landes 

Paul Longmore 

Betty Medsger & John T. Racanelli 

Jan Montgomery & Marya Grambs 

Sandy Muir 

Ed Nathan 

David Roche 

Rosen, Bien & Asaro 

Professor & Mrs. R.A. Scalapino 

Bev Scott & Courtney 

Michael Sugarman & Kim Swain 

Anthony Tusler & Lyndi Brown 

Pat Wright 

Disability Right Education and Defense Fund, Inc.
DREDF
Celebrate

The 20th Anniver ry of the
Viet riou 504 it.. In
F r Di ability Right

DREDF i a national law and polic enter
dedicated to ecuring and ad ancing
ci il rights for people with di abilitie
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Disability Right Education and Defense Fund, Inc.
DREDF

eel brat
The 20 th Anniver ry of the

Victori u 504 it.. In
F r Di ability Right

DREDF i a nationalla and polic center
dedicated to ecuring and ad ancing
ci il righ for people with di abilitie
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